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REPOET, 


Mr.  Craig,  from  the  Committee  on  Vice  and  Immorality,  to  whom  was  referred 
numerous  memorials,  signed  by  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  make  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  memorialists  ask  the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  law  of  1705,  which  prohibits  all 
persons  from  drinking  and  tippling  in  ale-houses,  taverns,  or  other  public  houses,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called  Sunday.  They  also  request  the  passage 
of  a law  to  license  oyster  cellars  $ and  that  tavern  licenses  may  be  renewable  without 
formal  petitions. 

The  law  of  1705,  has  been  on  the  statute  book  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  term  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  years,  which  is  some  evidence  of  its  salutary  influence  on  the 
community.  Amidst  all  the  changing  scenes  of  time,  party,  men  and  morals,  that  law 
still  remains  in  full  force — a sacred  monument  of  ancient  times — to  remind  the  present 
generation  of  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  its  framers.  In  whatever  respect  we  regard 
this  law,  either  for  its  Christian  morality,  its  philanthropy  and  mildness,  it  shines  forth 
as  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  that  ever  adorned  the  statute  book.  No  object  could 
be  more  benevolent — no  words  more  appropriate  j and  no  ruthless  hand  has  ever  dared 
to  invade  or  mutilate  the  symmetry  of  its  parts.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  will  require  much  weightier  consideration,  than  the  privilege  of  selling  ardent  spirits 
on  the  Sabbath,  to  justify  the  Legislature  in  repealing  the  law  of  1705.  It  is,  however, 
freely  admitted,  that  for  a considerable  time  the  law  had  become  almost  inoperative, 
owing  to  the  deleterious  influence  of  intoxicating  drink,  which  had  penetrated  the  pre- 
cints  of  every  city,  town  and  village  in  the  land,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
were  brought  under  its  destructive  influence,  until  the  moral  sensibilities  of  the  com- 
munity had  become  dead  to  the  intolerable  sufferings  of  humanity,  and  the  sanctity  of 
the  Sabbath  day ; and  therefore  the  law  was  permitted  to  remain  a dead  letter. 

But  a most  salutary  reaction  has  taken  place the  law  is  revived  by  the  operation  of 
public  opinion,  and  executed  upon  offenders.  Thousands  of  inebriates  have  been 
reclaimed  from  the  lowest  stage  of  degredation,  misery  and  wo,  and  are  now  clothed, 
and  in  their  right  mind ; restored  to  their  families  and  the  bosom  of  society ; living 
monuments  of  a reformation  which  has  extended  its  benign  influence  to  every  Christian 
land ; and  cheers  the  heart  of  every  individual  who  has  a regard  for  the  temporal  and 
eternal  happiness  of  his  fellow  men. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  influenced  by  a laudable  zeal  for  the  laws  of  God 
and  their  country,  the  judicial  officers  have  executed  the  penalty  of  the  law,  upon 
offenders,  who,  in  the  face  of  public  opinion,  and  contrary  to  law,  have  been  guilty  of 
desecrating  the  Sabbath  day,  by  the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  drink.  Of  this,  the 
memorialists  complain,  and  urge  the  inconvenience  that  strangers  and  travellers  will 
encounter  by  reason  of  closing  the  hotels  and  taverns,  licensed  by  the  laws  of  the 
State. 

Your  committee  freely  admit,  that  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  close  those 
houses  against  strangers ; but  nothing  of  the  kind  is  contemplated  by  the  act  referred 
to  : It  does  not  follow,  as  a necessary  consequence,  that  because  drinking  and  tippling 
on  the  Sabbath  day  are  prohibited,  that  houses  of  entertainment  are  to  be  closed  against 
strangers  or  travellers.  Under  the  laws  of  the  State,  any  individual  is  at  liberty  to 
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keep  a house  of  entertainment,  open  every  day  in  the  week,  with  or  without  a license, 
if  he  does  not  sell  intoxicating  drink ; and  the  licensed  house  is  expressly  prohibited 
from  selling  alcohol  on  the  Sabbath.  Nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
strangers,  that  a public  house,  where  he  may  be  on  a Sabbath,  should  sell  intoxicating 
drink.  Nothing  is  more  unpleasant  to  a respectable  stranger,  than  to  remain  at  a public 
house  on  Sunday,  surrounded  by  a company  of  idle,  noisy  whiskey  topers,  engaged  in 
their  drunken  revels.  This  is  a nuisance  that  strangers  and  travellers  have  too  fre- 
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quently  to  encounter,  in  houses. where  intoxicating  drink  is  sold  on  Sunday.  In  such 
places  the  stranger  will  not  think  his  person  or  property  safe.  It  is,  therefore,  time 
that  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  should  be  enforced  in  every  part  of  the  State  ; if 
there  was  no  other  object  to  be  accomplished,  than  the  comfort  and ‘security  of  strangers 
and  travellers. 

The  memorialists  ask  for  a law  to  license  oyster  cellars,  and  that  tavern  licenses  be 
made  renewable  without  the  formality  of  petitions.  Thus  opening  the  way  for  every 
individual  who  could  pay  the  price  of  a license,  to  embark  in  the  retail  of  intoxicating 
drink,  and  the  manufacture  of  drunkards.  It  is  believed  that  many  of  those  gentlemen 
who  keep  oyster  cellars  are  very  respectable  ; and  it  is  a veiy  great  addition  to  their 
respectability,  when  there  is  no  intoxicating  liquor  found  in  their  apartments.  To 
make  tippling  houses  of  places  so  useful  and  respectable,  would  in  a short  time  destroy 
the  respectability  of  the  craft,  injure  their  business,  and  prevent  customers  of  respecta- 
bility from  calling  at  cellars,  which  are  now  places  of  fashionable  resort. 

If  it  is  right  to  license  public  houses  for  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  as  a drink,  in  any 
case,  those  license  should  be  limited  to  the  least  possible  number  that  the  law  will  admit ; 
and  the  respectability  of  the  applicant  should  be  well  established;  for  it  is  a well  estab- 
lished tact,  that  the  more  sellers  of  alcohol,  the  more  drinkers,  and  consequently  the 
more  drunkards.  But  your  committee  do  not  admit  the  necessity,  or  morality  of  licens- 
ing public  houses  to  sell  alcohol,  to  be  used  as  a beverage.  It  is  a fruitful  source  of  ex- 
pense, poverty  and  crime,  which  should  be  abolished.  How  often  do  we  hear  the  con- 
iession  of  criminals,  when  about  to  expiate  their  crimes  on  the  gallows,  declaring  that 
their  first  departure  from  the  paths  of  rectitude,  was  indulging  in  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  ! 

The  reclaimed  inebriates  know  the  danger  that  surrounds  the  places  where  intoxica- 
ting drink  is  sold,  especially  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  they,  one  and  all  cry  aloud 
against  the  unholy  traffic.  Influenced  by  the  most  benevolent  feelings  for  suffering  hu- 
manity, they  missionate  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  to  warn  their 
fellow  men  of  the  insiduous  nature,  and  evil  effects  of  alcoholic  drink,  and  endeavor  to 
reclaim  if  possible,  those  who  have  been  drawn  into  the  paths  of  sin  and  sorrow, 
by  its  deleterious  effects.  Those  men  tell  you  that  it  hardens  the  heart,  and  stupifies 
the  man,  until  every  trace  of  conjugal,  ,and  parental  care  and  affection,  are  eradicated 
from  the  mind  of  the  habitual  drunkard.  The  nearest  and  best  friends,  whose  memo- 
ry onc-e  entwined  around  his  heart,  with  the  most  endearing  recollections,  are  erased 
irorn  his  mind.  The  man  becomes  insensible  to  every  thing  but  the  unquenchable  thirst 
for  intoxicating  drink,  which  he  follows  after  with  avidity,  knowing  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  is  hastening  him  on  to  a premature  end  and  eternal  misery.  Thus  the  inebriate 
becomes  insensible  to  the  pleasures  of  life,  family  and  friends  : and  is  a fit  subject  for 
any  vice  or  crime ; a nuisance  in  the  world : a charge  on  society ; and  frequently  ends 
his  career  on  the  gallows,  or  in  the  penitentiary. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  pause  and  consider  the  conse- 
quence, before  they  give  their  sanction  to  any  law  that  is  calculated  to  increase  the  sale 
and  use  of  intoxicating  drink.  A business  that  is  demoralizing  in  its  nature  and  ten- 
dency, tilling  the  world  with  beggars  and  orphans,  and  crimes,  should  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  are  guardians  of  the  State,  and  induce  them  to  adopt  every  possible 
restraint  that  will  have  a tendency  to  limit  its  evil  effects.  It  would  do  much  in  effect- 
ing this  object : 

First — To  prohibit  the  sale  of  all  intoxicating  drink,  by  less  measure  than  one  gallon, 
without  a license ; 
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Second — To  give  the  citizens  the  right  of  deciding  by  vote,  whether  there  shall  be 
any  licensed  houses  within  their  respective  districts,  or  not; 

Third — To  levy  a heavy  tax  on  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits. 

These  restraints,  supported  by  public  opinion,  would,  in  a short  time,  relieve  the 
Stale  from  the  burthen  of  intemperance,  and  add  much  to  the  wealth,  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  citizens  in  this  Commonwealth. 

It  is  a matter  of  sorrow  and  surprise  to  your  committee,  that  any  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  should  be  in  favor  of  increasing  the  evils  of  intemperance,  at  this 
time,  and  in  this  enlightened  age,  when  millions  of  men  have  tried  it,  and  condemned 
it,  and  are  now  using  all  their  efforts  to  suppress  it.  But  it  is  truly  humiliating  to  hear 
that  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  celebrated  alike  for  its  beauty,  morality  and  religion,  con- 
tains within  its  limits  so  great  a number  of  persons  willing  to  aid  the  cause  of  impiety 
and  intemperance,  by  an  unprecedented  increase  of  rum-sellers,  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  retail  the  liquid  poison  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Your  committee  wish  to  treat  the  petition  of  every  individual  with  the  regard  that  is 
due  to  the  prayer  of  every  American  citizen — at  the  same  time,  they  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  the  petitions  under  consideration  are  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Penn- 
sylvania legislation,  even  in  the  most  barbarous  days  of  intemperance.  To  urge  upon 
a Christian  Legislature  the  passage  of  a law  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink,  in  the 
enlightened  city  of  Penn,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  exhibits  such  a total  disregard  for  public 
opinion,  morality  and  religion,  that  it  becomes  the  Legislature  to  give  it  their  firm  and 
decided  disapprobation. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  February  20,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craig  and  Mr.  Heckman, 

The  resolution  attached  to  said  report  was  read  a second  time. 

On  the  question,  will  the  Senate  agree  to  the  same  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Craig,  and  were  as  fol- 
low, viz : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Babbitt,  Baily,  Black,  Champneys,  Crabb,  Craig,  Darsie,  Dimock, 
Eyer,  Farrelly,  Fegely,  Foulkrod,  Gorgas,  Heckman,  Hill,  Horton,  Hughes,  Kidder, 
M’Lanahan,  Mullin,  Penniman,  Sherwood,  Spackman,  Stewart,  Sullivan,  Wilcox, 
and  Bigler,  Speaker — 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  question  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  M’Lanahan  and  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Ordered , That  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  said  report  be  printed,  together  with 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its  adoption. 
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